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MEMORANDUM TOs  Director, Political Affairs Division
FROM: Emigre Relations Advisor
SUBJECT: Talk with Profouor\ von Mende
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I had a long talk with Professor von Mende in Duesseldorf om September
22, 1n which he emphasized the following pointss

1. Yonr NMonde is greatly disturbed over implicatioms of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between the Bonn Government and Moscow. The
Soviets will have a laegal status im West Germany and will be able to
work ia close coordimation with the Committes for Returm to the Homelanmd.
The Soviets will be in a position to conduct welfare and ocultural work
openly among the emigres.

2. Yon Mende is converned over the influences which the officials of the
Soviet Embassy st Bonn can have on neutralist opinfion in Germany.

3. 7Von Nemde is disturbed over the general lack of understanding among
Bonm offfcials of the important role played by the emigraiien.

4. Von Nedde's personal opinion is that the Americean Commitiee amd RFE
mugt remain for & long time to ocome.

S. There is a need for Americans to constantly stress in talks with
German officials the vital rolé played by the eaigrationm.

6. YVon Mende persomally ‘desires to work in closer contact with the
Amgrican Committee.

7. The Germans will not effect enforced repatriation, which would vioclat¥e
their Comstitution and the law proteoting homeless foreigners passed om
April 25, 1951.

8. Von Mende hopes that his office and the Bonn Foreign Office will work

in ocloser liaison than in the past. In this connection, I believe Von
Mende is enaqavoring to strengthen his positicm in the Bomn structure.
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Isaac Patoh, Jr.
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